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UH law professor to appear on PBS show ‘Open Mind’

HONOLULU, HI — The national public television show “The Open
Mind” will feature a conversation with Carole Petersen, a
Professor of Law at the UH William S. Richardson School of Law,
and Director of the Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace and
Conflict Resolution. The episode is scheduled to air Sunday at
6:00 pm on PBS Hawai‘i.

On the program, Petersen discusses the state of civil liberties in

Hong Kong, where Petersen taught law for 17 years. She predicts
that a small independence movement in Hong Kong will give B ‘
Beijing incentive to further crack down on the territory. Carole Petersen

Petersen has been researching challenges to civil liberties in Hong Kong since 1997, when it
ceased to be a British colony and became a “Special Administrative Region” of China. In her 2006
co-authored book, Academic Freedom in Hong Kong, Petersen argued that the “One Country Two
Systems” model had been largely successful in protecting academic freedom and civil liberties in
Hong Kong. However, her latest research documents a dramatic decline in academic freedom in
the past decade.

“The Open Mind,” hosted by Alexander Heffner, is a one-on-one conversational show that explores
the world of ideas across politics, media, technology, the arts, news and public affairs. Designed to
elicit insights into contemporary areas of national concern, “The Open Mind” explores challenges
of the digital age, American politics and other emerging issues.

PBS Hawai'‘i is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization and Hawai'‘i’s sole member of the trusted Public Broadcasting Service
(PBS). We advance learning and discovery through storytelling that profoundly touches people’s lives. We bring the world
to Hawai‘i and Hawai‘i to the world. pbshawaii.org | facebook.com/pbshawaii | @pbshawaii
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