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O
ne of the the
things that sets
PBS apart from

other TV networks —
one of many — is that
it’s  the  kind  of tele-
vision parents actually
want their kids to
watch.

That theme was
echoed by Kumu Hula
Hokulani Holt-Padilla
and Maui Mayor
Charmaine Tavares
Saturday during a
Maui visit of PBS
Hawaii’s new president and CEO, Leslie Wilcox.

The former KHON anchorwoman had come to
the Maui Arts & Cultural Center to give Maui
supporters of Hawaii Public Broadcasting  a first

look at “Na Mele: Raiatea Helm.” This latest in-
stallment of the popular, locally produced music
series premieres for viewers at 7:30 tonight on
KHET, PBS channels 10 and 11.

On the new job for two months now, Wilcox
said Maui was the first of what she wanted to be
“regular in-person discussions with our viewers.”

Her focus was on ramping up local program-
ming, while emphasizing the differences between
public broadcasting and commercial stations.

During her distinguished career as a television
journalist, she realized, “With commercial TV,
what they’re interested in is the visuals. We need
more in-depth discussions of local issues and cul-
ture.”

Noting the unique character of a statewide TV
station serving a series of islands, she pointed out
that KHET is the only one that’s locally owned.”

As opposed to “owners that change every two
years,” she said. “we can track change.”

She cited KHET’s mission like a mantra, say-
ing, “Our job is opening minds, touching hearts,
changing lives.”

On the national front, PBS seems to have
weathered waves of attack by political conserva-
tives. Noting that President Bush had twice tried
to cut funding for children’s programming, he was
overridden both times by a coalition of both par-
ties in Congress.

“There’s  huge support in this country for what
we’re doing,” she said.

MAKING THE

SCENE
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Vision check for PBS

 R E S T A U R A N T

 Located poolside in the 

 S ANDS   OF  K AHANA  R ESORT  •  669-5000
 4299 Lower Honoapiilani Hwy. Kahana

 Open Air Dining with fantastic

 S UNSET  V IEWS
 Signature Food with

 N IGHTLY  E ARLY  B IRD  
 S PECIALS

 •••
 D AILY  H APPY  H OUR

 WITH  L IVE  M USIC

 Russ Kanady
 R(B),  ABR, CRS

 Nancy Kanady
 R(B), CRS, GRI

 283-4594
 www.DolphinMaui.com

 GRADUATION  is one of our special events.

 Chinese
 Restaurant

 Pukalani Terrace
 (Close to Foodland)

 Open 7 Days a Week
 10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

 573-8838

 PUKALANI BRANCH  WAILUKU BRANCH

 210 Imi Kala #201, 
 Wailuku

 Open 7 Days a Week
 9:30 AM – 9:00 PM

 242-7928

 Best
 Oxtail Soup

 now
 available in 
 Pukalani! 

 Available Manapua & Chinese Rice Cake in Pukalani
 Oxtail w/rice  $ 10 25

 See us for your 
 “ CATERING ”  needs.

KHET’s Leslie Wilcox

See MAKING THE SCENE on Page 11

The video camera rolls as Leslie Wilcox  talks  about
PBS Hawaii’s future in a reception at the MACC with

George Kahumoku Jr., his nephew Lopaka and Hoku-
lani Holt-Padilla looking on.
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